
sh
ap

e o
f N

Z nati
ve

 flo
wers a

re related to the type of pollinator

th
at

 th
ey

 at
tra
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Here are some common examples:

How to
 plant fo

r this type of pollination?

W
hy do th

ese plants a
ttract this type of pollinator?

Type of pollinator:
Th

e t
yp

e o
f p

ollin
ato

r th
at v

isit
s your plants will guide how

to
 p

lac
e y

ou

r p
lan

ts 
in th

e garden and how many to have.

 Who?

How?

Why?Why?

You don’t need a lot of space to 
ensure your garden is planted for 
successful pollination and attracts  
the right pollinators.

Bees, butterflies, moths, birds, lizards 
and even flies help to pollinate our native flowers. This 
enables our plants to reproduce and bear fruit. For native 
planting in your garden to be successful and to sustain itself 
into the future it is important for plants to be selected and 
planted to ensure pollination is achieved. Each native plant 
needs to be planted in a different way depending on the 
type of pollinator that its flowers need.

Landscapes
For Life
Selecting and planting for pollination
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What?

New
 Zea

lan
d n

ati
ve 

plan
ts p

ollinated in this way. The features and
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Birds (Zoophily – pollination by vertebrates)
(Entom

ophily – pollination by insects)
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Pla
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s f
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 c
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.

Pla
nt

 la
rg

er
 tr

ee
s a

nd
 s
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ub

s 
w

ith
 a

n 
un

de
rp
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 m
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is
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op
en

 a
re

as
; t
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s w

ill
 e
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e 
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r 
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e 
liz
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 a
s 
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 m
ov

e 
fr

om
 p
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nt

 to
 p
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nt

.

Plant as single specimen trees – you can have just 

 one in your garden as birds can fly quite long distances to

other flowering trees of the same species.
Plant randomly as you want throughout the garden

as pollen will travel long distances through the air.
M

ass plant in groups w
ith a m

inim
um

 of 5 plants per group. 

 Insects need easy access over short distances to flow
ers on

different plants of the sam
e species.

W

ind
 po

llin
ate

d flo
wers a

nd str
obili (f

lower-like parts of podocarp trees) are usually small, green, with little scent and no nectar and are on tall stalks so they

are
 ea

sily
 sh

ake
n by the wind. Most w

ind pollinated plants produce large amounts of pollen as the pollination relies on chance to reach another plant.
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rd
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of
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m
el

l)
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ve
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f n
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ta

r. 
Th

ey
 a

re
 g

en
er

al
ly

 n
ot

 c
ol

ou
rf

ul
 a

s 
liz

ar
ds

 a
re

 m
ai

nl
y 

no
ct

ur
na

l.
Insect pollinated flow

ers are usually w
hite, pink  or green, w

ith lots of nectar and a strong scent.

They often have sm
all open flow

ers in clusters on the plant w
hich allow

 the insects to reach the nectar.

Bird pollinated flowers are usually large and brightly coloured (red, orange or white) with lots of nectar. 50 of our native plants are visited by birds.

Did you know? 
Only 10% of flowering 
plants throughout the 
world are pollinated 
without assistance from 
animals and rely on wind 
and water for pollination.

Did
 you know? 

The are about 40    
species of native bees 
in N

ew
 Z

ealand.

Did you know? 
Few birds have a sense 
of smell so flowers 
pollinated by birds don’t 
need scent to attract  
their pollinator.

Did
 you

 kn
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 ar

e N
ew

 Z
ea

lan
d’s

 

se
co

nd
 la

rg
es

t v
er

te
br

at
e 

gr
ou

p a
nd

 oc
cu

py
 al

m
os

t a
ll 

ec
os

ys
te

m
s. 

Th
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e c
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, 
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ng
er
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